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TOWN OF BETHLEHEM INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
OPEN MEETINGS LAW

SECTION 1401. PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY. Pursuant to the Open Meetings Law, being
Article 7 of the Public Officers Law (the “Open Meetings Law”), every meeting of a public body
must be open to the general public, with certain limited exceptions. The purpose of this Part is to
establish procedures for the implementation of the Open Meetings Law.

SECTION 1402. DEFINITIONS. Except as otherwise provided herein, the definitions
contained in Section 102 of the Open Meetings Law apply to this Part. As used in this Part:

(A) “Meeting” mean the official convening of the Agency or any committee or other
body consisting of Agency members (or consisting of members of the general public formally
created by the Agency to advise the Agency or conduct business on behalf of the Agency) for the
purpose of conducting public business.

(B) “Executive Session” means that portion of a meeting not open to the general
public.

SECTION 1403. CONDUCT OF MEETINGS. (A) Open Meetings. In compliance with the
Open Meetings Law, every meeting shall be open to the general public, except that an executive
session may be called and business conducted thereat in accordance with subsection (B) hereof.

(B) Executive Sessions. Upon a majority vote of the Agency, or the members of the
committee or other body thereof, taken in an open meeting pursuant to a motion identifying the
general area or areas of the subject or subjects to be considered, a meeting may be conducted as
an executive session for the purposes specified in Section 105 of the Open Meetings Law. The
Agency or the members of the subcommittee or other body may permit any person to attend an
executive session.

(C) Public Participation. The Agency member or other person presiding over a
meeting may permit public participation upon such terms as he shall deem just and proper.

(D) Recording Devices. Use of sonic recording devices at Agency meetings is
permitted, subject to reasonable conditions.

SECTION 1404. PUBLIC NOTICE. (A) Notice. Public notice of the time and place of a
meeting scheduled at least one week prior thereto shall be given to the news media and shall be
conspicuously posted in the main office of the Agency at least seventy-two (72) hours before
such meeting. Public notice of the time and place of every other meeting shall be given in the
same manner as soon as possible prior thereto. The foregoing notice provisions shall not be
construed to require publication of a legal notice or any other notice.

(B) Proof of Notice. On the date when the notice is given as aforesaid, the Executive
Director of the Agency shall cause a certificate or affidavit regarding the giving of such notice to
be prepared, and shall cause a copy of said certificate and of the notice of such meeting to be
placed in the minute books of the Agency.
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SECTION 1405. MINUTES. (A) Open Meetings. Minutes shall be taken at all open meetings,
which shall consist, at a minimum, of a record or summary of all motions, proposal, resolutions
and any other matters formally voted upon, and the votes thereon.

(B) Executive Sessions. Minutes shall be taken at executive sessions of any action
taken by formal vote, which shall consist, at a minimum, of a record summary of the final
determination of such action, and the date and vote thereon. Such minutes need not include any
matter not required to be made public by Article 6 of the Public Officers Law (the “Freedom of
Information Law”) and Part 13 (Access To Agency Records) of the rules and regulations of the
Agency.

(C) Minute Books. A copy of the minutes for each meeting or executive session shall
be kept by the Executive Director of the Agency in the minute books of the Agency in the
principal office at the Agency.

(D) Date of Availability. Minutes of meetings shall be available to the public in
accordance with the Freedom of Information Law and Part 13 (Access to Agency Records) of the
rules and regulations of the Agency within two weeks of the date of the meeting. Minutes taken
at executive sessions shall be available to the public within one week from the date of the
executive session.

SECTION 1406. EXEMPTIONS. No provision herein shall extend to any matter made
confidential by federal or state law.


